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ORGANIZATION OF SALT INDUSTRY WORKERS

Initial eteps in organization of unions among salt-production workars
were taken by the Minlstry of Finance in 1940-kl, when the ealt warkers in
Sgechwan vere organized lsrgely on the pattern of postal and telegraph vork-
ers.

The salt industry being recognized ag essential to nationsl defense,
skilled salt vorkers of military service age lLiave bsen given deferment from
military sexrvice.

During the wer years, growth of the union organization movement wvas
restrioted largely 4o Brovhwen and a few other salt-producing areas not
under ensmy ocoupstior. Soms difficulties were experienced at first in
organization of the Chekiang vorkers.

sfter the war, a new advisory commission for organization of salt
workers throughout the nation and coordination of the asrganizations was set
up by the Finurce and Social Welfare Ministries. Unier this set-up, progress
was msde in homogensous unification of the salt workers' labor organications,
with the sxcantion of a few areas where special conditioxs seemod to varrant
temporery deviatims from the general plan. Some of thega aTeas, were
Yunnan, Shemsi, Hunan, the Northwest, and Cheklang.

After adoption of the Canstitution, the workers seocmed to acquire a
helghtenel roalization of the ilnportanse of orgauiration and in March 1948,
it wves poogidle to crganize the Rational Association of Salt Workers Unions
c? the Repubdblio.

The Union organiration aet-up 1o generally as followe:

1. Looal unioms ars organized for the local politicsl area in which
they are located.
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"2. All woriera in preductlon or tremsport thases of the salt industry
who are over 16 vesra old nn? whe have =olf.yorbar'n $dentification ~ards ars
sligible for union memhership.

3. 'The unlons are calied Salt Workers Unians pius the name of the local
ares,

' '.The unions in any giver cuntcipsality shall lncluds wnly workers whose
industrial ares is located within the political Jurisdiction of that munici-
pality.

The following table 1ists the figures for the numbsrs of 8slt workers in
various geographical arsas im 1947: -

HWarkers of
Area Claas of ¥Worker Total Military Age

Skilled  Others Skilled -~ Others
Northeast. 1,760 1 1,77 3 e
‘Chang-lu 1,055 1,422 2,477 L7
: S)mmmg 2,248 1,805 1,053
huaiipel | 7,812 2,818 10,630
‘Huatl-nsn-
Shang-hai 3,351
Chekiang 65,876 69,768

Fuklon 26,422 ’ 25,75

Taiwan 6,212 6,314

Kwangtung-~
Kwangel 29,663 33,313

Szechwan-
8ikang 29,357 37,976

N Szeouvan 36,590 41,548
Yunnan 4,159 6,474
Northwes? 1,535 1,808

Shensi-
Shanyi 1,334 2,046

Hunan 350 1,070
Bupsh 1,092 1,952
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